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Hello!

We wanted to start this month's update by sharing
a bit about a few of the brilliant organisations and
projects we have supported over the past few
months.

We are delighted that two projects that approached
us for funding advice have been awarded grants to
allow their great work to continue!

Vranch House is a centre for the treatment of over
2,000 outpatients with physical difficulties, a
provider of various therapies throughout Devon
and an independent Day School in Exeter for
children with significant physical difficulties. After a
year and a half of Covid restrictions, families were
keen to have an opportunity to all get together.
 
Marie approached our team to ask if we could
support her in making an application to the Exeter
City Council Covid Community Action Fund, and
ended up being awarded £900. This meant that
they could go ahead and hold a fantastic family fun
day - bouncy castle, disco and buffet food galore!
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“Parents and kids have been
so isolated for 18 months

and this is the first time they
can get together to celebrate
getting through it and give

peer support for
stresses/mental health

issues” 
- Marie
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Meanwhile, Corinna has put so much hard work into the wonderful Hill Barton Vale Little Free
Library and had begun to explore options for putting on a community event.
 
Unsure where to start with finding suitable funding, she approached our team for some advice.
We were delighted to hear that she has since been awarded just over £800 of funding from
South West Water!
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We also had the wonderful news last week that Ourglass Exeter has officially formed and
registered as a Community Benefit Society. They are putting a huge amount of effort into trying
to secure the long-term future of The Hourglass and embedding it further into the local
community.

By registering as a Community Benefit Society the Ourglass group have set up an incorporated
legal form which allows for a large democratic membership of supporters (community
ownership), and will enable them to enter into contracts and grant/loan applications as and
when needed.

If you want to find out more about funding options, want some advice on a grant
application before you submit it, or want to explore what legal form would work best for

your group, why not have a chat with one of our friendly Development Workers?
Get in touch at info@exeterconnect.org.uk.

"Thank you so much to Exeter Connect for your guidance on
what grants would be suitable to help with a community event
we want to organise. I have no doubt your assistance in going

over our grant application and offering tips and suggestions on
how it could be improved helped us succeed in being successful.
I would recommend pointing anyone looking for grant funding

in your direction. Thank you for your help." - Corinna

https://www.facebook.com/hillbartonvalelfl
https://www.facebook.com/ourglassinexeter/
mailto:info@exeterconnect.org.uk


Not all of you will know the team behind Exeter Connect, so we thought it would be a good idea
to do some introductions. To start us off, meet our brilliant development workers!

First up is Dawn...
"Hello, I'm Dawn Eckhart! I have had the pleasure of working as a development advice worker
with Devon communities for over two decades: the passion, commitment and innovation that
ordinary people come up with because they want to make the world a better place never
ceases to amaze and motivate me. 

I now live out in the sticks about 10 miles from Exeter with a menagerie of animals, but I lived
for many happy years in St Thomas in Exeter and still think of the city as my 2nd home. I spend
most of my time when not working exploring the coast and countryside with my doodle Louie,
turning my garden into a wildlife sanctuary and eating cake."

SOME HELLO'S...

Next up, meet Johanna...
"Hello, I’m Johanna Korndorfer and pleased to be part of the Community Development Worker
team. I’ve lived in Exeter for over 20 years and raised my children here. 

I started my career in the field of environmental conservation but this
naturally led to a passion for engaging people and communities as the best

way of conserving our planet for us and other species – my mantra is
“Think Global, Act Local”. I am keen to hear from any individuals or groups

who want to make a difference and could do with some friendly
professional advice from someone who has a lot of experience in the field. 

I’m keen to support the diversity, creativity and resilience of our
communities. It’s what makes our city vibrant and a great place to live. I’m
also interested in ways we can tackle climate change and reach our goal for
a carbon neutral City by 2030."



Ellie and Kerry would like to share with you the news that they are both due to leave their post as joint
Service Managers for Exeter Connect at the end of September. Recruitment for their successor will
shortly begin.
 
"We started in April 2020 at the beginning of the pandemic, in a role that suddenly looked very different
to the one we had applied for! We launched virtually, meeting you all online at first and recruiting a
fantastic team. We leave Exeter Connect at a point where it has helped over 100 of Exeter's community
groups to start, grow and flourish, supported them to successfully bid for over £40k in funding, offers a
great programme of training & events and has supported the development of a number of networks. 
 We have very much enjoyed working with you and have been hugely impressed with the community
action happening in Exeter, and the passion and dedication of those involved.
 
Thank you for your ongoing support!  
Kerry and Ellie"

 

...AND SOME GOODBYE'S

NETWORK NEWS
Up next, we wanted to share a few updates from some of the networks we host, which aim to
bring together individuals and groups with similar interests and/or services.

The Exeter Community Food Network, which brings together groups/services offering free
and low-cost food will be meeting again on Friday 2nd September. To find out more and to get
involved, please email us.

The latest edition of the Exeter Community Growers' Network newsletter is out! This is a
regular newsletter sharing stories, seasonal themes, images, events, knowledge, skills and
volunteer opportunities. Sign up to receive future updates.

Anyone with an interest in the issue of digital inclusion is invited to the next Digital Inclusion
Network meeting on Wednesday 29th September, 2-3:30pm. This is a chance to get together
to explore and share ideas, activities and resources. If you would be interested in joining, please
email us.

https://www.exeterconnect.org/networks/
mailto:info@exeterconnect.org.uk
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We have an exciting calendar of events coming up here at Exeter Connect! These sessions
are all free and will be delivered via Zoom.

Crowdfunding: Making the most of your campaign - Wed 15th Sep, 11am - 12pm

Are you considering using crowdfunding to raise funds for your group? Do you want to know more
about how it works?

Join us for tips on running a successful campaign, how to increase your reach, 
what match funding is available and find out about local groups who have 
successfully used this method.

Find out more and sign up.

Getting started with Canva - Thurs 23rd Sep, 11am - 12pm

Are you looking for an easy-to-use tool to help you design leaflets, logos, social media posts and more?
Come along to this session all about Canva, an online graphic design tool.

This session is for community groups and organisations in Exeter with little or no 
experience of using Canva. 

Find out more and sign up.

Exeter’s Biodiversity Plan: Getting involved - Thurs 14th Oct, 7-8.30pm

Would you like to find out more about Exeter City Council’s draft Biodiversity Plan and how communities
and individuals can get involved?

Nick Mead, ECC Commercial Operations Manager, will present the vision for landscaping with plants that
remove pollution and creating new  ‘green corridors’ for increasing 
biodiversity in the City.

Find out more and sign up.
 

TRAINING & EVENTS

Good Gym & Belmont Park Wildflower Garden Project

https://exeter-connect-crowdfunding.eventbrite.co.uk/
https://exeter-connect-getting-started-with-canva.eventbrite.co.uk/
https://exeters-biodiversity-plan-getting-involved.eventbrite.co.uk/


Only one third of trustees are women
8% are people of colour
Only one third are under 50
59% of charities report that their board does not reflect the communities they serve
74% of charities struggle to find the trustees they need

Recruiting to and diversifying your trustee board - Wed 20th Oct, 6 - 7:45pm

Why is this? What could improved board diversity do for charities? What are the tried and tested
practical actions you can take to recruit and retain diverse trustees?

Exeter Connect are delighted to host national trustee recruitment and diversity charity, Getting on
Board, for a practical workshop about how charities can diversify their trustee boards.

The session is particularly aimed at trustees, staff or volunteers of
small to medium-sized charities in Exeter.

Find out more and sign up.

Princesshay Pop Up!
We will also be having our first Exeter Connect pop-up in Princesshay on Wednesday 22nd September
(11am - 1pm). Do come along to say hello and ask questions you might have about who we are, and we
could support you.

Please contact us at info@exeterconnect.org.uk if you would like to find out more.
 

MORE TRAINING AND EVENTS
Pop along to the Wellness Market at Exeter Community Centre on Saturday 18th September to find
out how to benefit from and contribute to your neighbourhood, and to try out some wellbeing
experiences.

Community Matters have an online training session focused on Safeguarding for Trustees and
Community Buildings on Thursday 21st October. There is a small cost for this session.

TRAINING & EVENTS

Volunteers from St Thomas Community Garden

https://www.gettingonboard.org/
https://exeter-connect-getting-on-board.eventbrite.co.uk/
mailto:info@exeterconnect.org.uk
https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/visiting/event/everything-we-need-is-here1
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/safeguarding-for-trustees-and-community-buildings-tickets-160524548245


Exeter Connect is subscribed to various grant finder and search services, some of which
are only available as a paid subscription. If you would like us to make a search on behalf

of your group, please get in touch.
 

Children in Need's Small Grants Programme is open for applications for grants of up to £10,000 a
year, for three years. They fund not-for-profit organisations who work with disadvantaged children and
young people (ages 18 and under).

The Co-op Community Fridge Fund has reopened for another round and is offering grants to support
groups to establish a new Community Fridge. Application deadline: Monday 20th September

Take part in Devon Community Foundation's Photo Competition and be in with the chance of
winning up to £1,000 to support your group or charity. Closing date: Monday 27th September

Exeter City Council's Community Grants are open! These include the Small Grants Fund, the Large
Grants Fund and the Community Buildings Fund.

Great Western Railway's Community Investment Programmes provide funding to projects that have
a community benefit or address an area of social need.

Grants of £150 are available through Food for Life Get Togethers for food-based community
projects that are taking part in Cook and Share Month (16th Oct - 16th Nov 2021). Projects should
have the potential to be long-term, include people from disadvantaged and diverse communities,
reduce experiences of loneliness or social isolation, and encourage a positive attitude to ageing and
diversity. Application deadline: Wednesday 8th September

Together for Our Planet is a new funding programme from the National Lottery Community Fund.
£1,000 to £10,000 of funding is available for projects taking action on climate change in their
communities, and they are particularly interested to hear from people who are starting to think
about taking action. They are also hosting information webinars about the programme on Tuesday
7th & Tuesday 21st September. Application deadline: Thursday 18th November

 
Please contact us at info@exeterconnect.org.uk if you would like any support making a

funding application.
 

FUNDING

Greening Heavitree
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We want to use this newsletter as a space to share local community job and volunteer
opportunities. If you would like us to include something in the next edition, going out at the

start of October, please email us a short blurb by Friday 1st October.

Jobs

Exeter Community Initiatives are recruiting for a Community Builder in Mincinglake & Whipton
(maternity cover).
Hours: 30 hours per week
Salary: £22,183 (pro rata) rising to £23,080 (pro rata) on successful completion of a six month
probationary period.
Find out more and apply.

Exeter Community Initiatives are also looking for an experienced retail manager for Jelly Children’s
Charity Shop, with energy and imagination, who can develop the shop to be an exciting and meaningful
experience for customers, volunteers and trainees.
Hours: 21 hours per week
Salary: £24,491 (pro rata)
Find out more and apply.

Sylvania Community Stores are looking for a shop and cafe manager.
Hours: 21 hours
Salary: £20,800
Closing date: Wednesday 8th September
Find out more and apply.

Commissions

Libraries Unlimited has successfully obtained funding for two artist/creative practitioner-led
commissions to work with libraries and their local communities to explore the impact of grief and loss.
They are particularly keen to engage D/deaf and disabled people, and people of colour in their
commissions and engagement. 
Find out more and apply.

JOB & VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITIES

https://www.eci.org.uk/vacancies/community-builder-mincinglake-whipton-supported-by-wellbeing-exeter/
https://www.eci.org.uk/vacancies/jelly-charity-shop-manager/
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https://librariesunlimitedsw.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/WR/ESZefGxR7uhHifMKnjNWOowBb7ZsbohZzvN6AJsOY93V1g?e=wZ7xRS


Volunteering opportunities 

True North Mentors: True North (part of Exeter Community Initiatives) is an innovative two-year
pilot mentoring and diversionary activity project for young males aged 10-14, living in households with a
history of domestic violence, in and around the city of Exeter. They are looking for volunteer mentors to
work 1-2-1 with mentees, supporting and encouraging them to manage their own circumstances so that
they can maximise their potential, develop their life skills and become the best version of themselves.
The mentor posts are restricted to men only due to the nature of the role.

Walk Leaders in West Exe: Would you be interested in helping to lead short, accessible walks in West
Exe? Exeter City Community Trust's Be Active team have been organising free Wellbeing Walks in
locations across the city and the surrounding area. They are currently looking for volunteers to help lead
the walks in West Exeter, covering Alphington, St Thomas, Exwick and St Davids, to ensure that they can
carry on running them on a regular basis.

As a volunteer, you will be able to attend a free Walk Leader workshop. They can also support you to
set up your own walk if you'd like to set up a new one in your area. Contact: Maresa Bossano on
maresa.bossano@ecfc.co.uk or 07784 359021 (please leave a message as Maresa works part-time).
 

Exeter Cycling Campaign: Volunteering with Exeter Cycling Campaign can involve engaging with
councillors, helping respond to planning applications, and spreading the word at local events. If you have
any particular skills or passion, get in touch and they can find you something useful for you to pick up! 

Teign Greens Gardening Volunteers: Teign Greens are looking for regular volunteers who like
gardening and meeting people to join their super team of volunteer veg harvesters and packers on
Tuesdays. Their days run from 9-4pm with hot drinks and a simple farm lunch provided, and plenty of
veg to take away with you. Volunteers also help out with other growing jobs across the farm like
weeding, sowing seeds, watering or DIY/maintenance. 

They are also running a special family friendly drop-in volunteering day on Saturday 18th September.
The focus will be on bringing home their potato harvest, so this would be especially good for little ones
who like digging for treasure!  

JOB & VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITIES

https://www.eci.org.uk/vacancies/volunteer-mentor-true-north/
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Starting up
Funding
Financial and governance
structures
Working with volunteers

We offer FREE, professional advice
and training to help Exeter’s
community organisations develop
and grow.

Whatever stage you are at, Exeter
Connect can provide one-to-one
mentoring, advice and group
workshops and discussions including:

info@exeterconnect.org.uk
facebook.com/exeterconnect
@exeter_connect

Contact us:

exeterconnect.org

RESOURCES HAVE AN IDEA?

HAVE YOUR SAY
The paddling pools and play facilities in Heavitree
Pleasure Ground are set to get an exciting new make-
over! Exeter City Council is carrying out a consultation
to find out how you currently use the pools and park,
and how you would like to see them improved.

Sign up to receive future updates from Exeter
Connect or unsubscribe from this mailing list.

We sometimes get questions from groups about setting up
a bank account, and so wanted to share some information
around this. 

Most high street banks offer some kind of community not-
for-profit group account. The process of setting one up can
take up to 12 weeks, but can be a lot quicker than this. It
may be a good idea to go to the one that you already have
a personal account with. The set up procedure is slow
partly due to anti-money laundering legislation, so if they
can already verify your identity, you will have a head start!
 
Most banks will require 2 or 3 unrelated signatories for any
transaction, and this reflects the requirement of most grant
funders. It’s important to make sure the account meets
your group’s particular needs. Does it provide the banking
methods you want (e.g. cheque book, internet banking,
phone banking, debit card)? Is there a branch located in a
place that is convenient for your group? 

For more guidance, take a look at the
banking information pages on 
The Resource Centre and NCVO website.

 

Greening Heavitree
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