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Hello,

Welcome to our October monthly update! Featuring
stories of local groups, training & events, funding news
and local community job and volunteering
opportunities.

Sylvania Community Stores & Café
Dawn, one of our Development Workers, has continued
to support this fantastic community enterprise
throughout the summer with their busiest period of
development so far.

In June, they launched their community share offer and
membership campaign. As a registered Community
Benefit Society they have the unique ability to ensure
that they are genuinely community-owned. This was a
huge success with over 125 people joined as members
with democratic voting rights and over £16,850 raised
towards the start-up costs. The project held its grand
opening day on Saturday 24th July, with entertainers, a
congratulatory speech by deputy mayor Ian Quance and
a barbeque.

The project has been developing from strength to
strength and hosts a range of community activities
including art groups, lunchtime live music and a youth
club. The shop and café are providing healthy and
growing income streams to sustain and grow the
enterprise – they have recently been able to employ two
part-time project managers and have a growing team of
volunteers to help keep the project open 7 days a week.
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Beacon Heath Group
Johanna, the other half of the Development Worker team, was excited to organise the first in-person
meet-up for the Beacon Heath Group since the lockdowns. The Beacon Heath Group represents
stakeholders in the area including church leaders, councillors, the local community centre, schools and
even a local farmer! The meet-ups enable people to exchange news, introduce new people working in
the community, seed collaboration for projects, and address issues. Zoom has been an indispensable
tool over lockdown. But the liveliness of the chatter, and the need to share, underscored how very
important it is for people to meet in the real world once again.
 
Would a local network like this be something that you could start up in your area?

Crowdfunders Galore!
There are some great groups and organisations crowdfunding to help them continue or expand on their
brilliant community activities across Exeter.

LOVE Food CIC
LOVE Food CIC run a variety of activities to bring the local community together through food. This
includes a regular community lunch club in Ide Village Hall, an apple juicing project, and various other
cookery and food activities, including cooking demos at St Thomas Community Garden.

This project will make a difference by reducing food waste; providing healthy food at affordable prices;
increasing skills about how to cook with local, seasonal fruit and vegetables; and promoting the benefits
of local, organic, vegan and ethical ingredients. They are crowdfunding to be able to continue and
expand on their community food activities.

Find out more.

Exeter Library of Things
The Exeter Library of Things aim to have a wide range of items available for members to borrow
including power tools, hand tools, household and leisure items. It's hoped that, by sharing the things we
use only now and then, they can help people to save money, connect people to the local community and
increase awareness around consumerism and waste. 

Find out more.

https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/lovefoodcic
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/exeter-library-of-things


Exeter Scrapstore
The Scrapstore’s Crowdfunder will be going live at 9am on 9th October, so keep your eyes peeled! The
Scrapstore is a much-loved local resource, an Aladdin’s Cave of quality scrap material (which would
otherwise go into landfill), textile remnants and art supplies inspiring the creativity of families, schools
and community groups all over the City and the wider County. Now the Scrapstore’s passionate part-
time staff, Peter and Kat, hope the community can help them raise the necessary cash to replace the
roof of their hut premises in Belmont Park, which is in serious disrepair. This very special building has
heritage significance too, as the last remaining army hut that was built in the Park from 1939.

Keep an eye on this link for when the Crowdfunder goes live - www.crowdfunder.co.uk/save-our-
scrapstore-roof

Exeter Connect will be hosting our postponed Crowdfunding workshop in the new year.  If you would be
interested in receiving more details about this, let us know!
 

RESOURCES

Digital Candle offer free digital advices for charities. Submit a question, however broad or niche, on
their website and they will be in touch to offer you a free one-hour call with a volunteer digital expert.

Good Gym & Belmont Park Wildflower Garden Project

http://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/save-our-scrapstore-roof
https://www.digitalcandle.org.uk/


We have some exciting workshops and training sessions coming up here at Exeter
Connect! These sessions are all free and will be delivered via Zoom.

 
Exeter’s Biodiversity Plan: Getting involved - Thurs 14th Oct, 7-8.30pm

Would you like to find out more about Exeter City Council’s draft Biodiversity Plan and how communities
and individuals can get involved?

Nick Mead, ECC Commercial Operations Manager, will present the vision for landscaping with plants that
remove pollution and creating new  ‘green corridors’ for increasing biodiversity in the City.

We are also incredibly excited to announce that Hugo Bugg from Harris Bugg Studio based in Exeter and
London will also present. Harris Bugg Studio recently received a gold medal from the 2021 Chelsea
Flower Show for their Pocket Park garden imagined as a peaceful oasis for people and wildlife to share.

Find out more and sign up.

Recruiting to and diversifying your trustee board - Wed 20th Oct, 6 - 7:45pm

Exeter Connect is delighted to host national trustee recruitment and diversity charity, Getting on Board,
for a practical workshop about how charities can diversify their trustee boards.

What could improved board diversity do for charities? What are the tried and tested practical actions you
can take to recruit and retain diverse trustees?

As anyone who is part of a community group will tell you, finding trustees can be a big challenge. Part of
the problem is that many people who might make excellent trustees don’t know what it entails or think it
is ‘not for them’. This useful and important training looks at the issue in a creative way and offers
solutions that include reframing the way we recruit to invite diversity rather than block it; and creative
ways to advertise that invite people to get involved.

The session is particularly aimed at trustees, staff or volunteers of small to medium-sized charities in
Exeter.

Find out more and sign up.

TRAINING & EVENTS

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/exeters-biodiversity-plan-getting-involved-tickets-169263885839
https://www.gettingonboard.org/
https://exeter-connect-getting-on-board.eventbrite.co.uk/


Learn the tricks of the trade to help your application really stand out.
It’s a lottery out there, and approximately only one in five grant applications are successful – make
yours the one!
Discover what funders are looking for and how to press their buttons.

Getting started with Canva - Mon 1st Nov, 11am - 12pm

Are you looking for an easy-to-use tool to help you design leaflets, logos, social media posts and more?
We are putting on another session all about Canva, an online graphic design tool.

This session is for community groups and organisations in Exeter with little or no 
experience of using Canva. 

Find out more and sign up.

Writing winning grant applications

A free workshop on writing effective grant applications for Exeter's community groups and
organisations.

Find out more and sign up.

Please contact us at info@exeterconnect.org.uk if you would like to find out more.
 

MORE TRAINING AND EVENTS
The Space Community Team is offering a range of online courses, free of charge to youth organisations
in Devon.
 
The Small Charities Coalition has an extensive schedule of training and events up until the end of
November.

TRAINING & EVENTS

Greening Heavitree
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Exeter Connect is subscribed to various grant finder and search services, some of which
are only available as a paid subscription. If you would like us to make a search on behalf

of your group, please get in touch.
 

Devon County Council Covid-19 Outbreak Management Grant (Self-Isolation): Devon
County Council are awarding grants to voluntary and community groups/organisations and
social enterprises that help people by providing practical, social, and emotional support
when they have to self-isolate due to COVID-19. Grants of up to £5,000 are available for
small projects, and between £5,000 and £20,000 for larger projects. 

The Alpkit Foundation Grassroots Support Now: Grants up to £500 are available to UK
charitable organisations, including Community Interest Companies, for projects that enable
people most adversely impacted by COVID-19 to access and experience the outdoor
environment.

The National Emergencies Trust has launched a £1.2million Local Action Fund with
Crowdfunder UK to support community and voluntary organisations to counter the financial
impacts of the Covid-19 pandemic. Through the Local Action Fund on the Crowdfunder
platform, the National Emergencies Trust will match donations, pound for pound, up to a
total of £10,000 per charity.

The Ragdoll Foundation supports arts, cultural and youth-focused organisations working
with children and young people through the arts, artists and creative media. Their Small
Grants programme offers grants of up to £1,500 to innovative, arts-based small projects,
pilots, or research & development to inform a new project or programme of work. Their
Main Grants programme usually awards grants of between £5,000 to £20,000 to larger or
longer-term new projects or proposals that significantly develop the scope or scale of an
existing programme, project or pilot. 

FUNDING

Greening Heavitree

https://www.devon.gov.uk/coronavirus-advice-in-devon/keeping-safe-well/covid-19-outbreak-management-grant-self-isolation-guidance/
https://alpkit.com/pages/foundation
https://nationalemergenciestrust.org.uk/local-action-fund-launches/
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/
https://www.ragdollfoundation.org.uk/portfolio/grant-giving


The Screwfix Foundation provides grants up to £5,000 with no matched funding requirement
to UK registered charities and not-for-profit organisations to fix, repair, maintain and improve
properties and community facilities for those in need across the UK. This can include repairing
run-down buildings and decorating the homes of people living with illness and disability.

Together for Our Planet is a new funding programme from the National Lottery Community
Fund. £1,000 to £10,000 of funding is available for projects taking action on climate change in
their communities, and they are particularly interested to hear from people who are starting to
think about taking action. 
Application deadline: Thursday 18th November

The Wakeham Trust provides small grants, usually of £250 and £2,500 in support of small-
scale community-focused projects that find it hard to obtain funding elsewhere, especially for
unfashionable or unpopular causes.

 
Please contact us at info@exeterconnect.org.uk if you would like any

support making a funding application.
 

FUNDING

Good Gym & Belmont Park Wildflower Garden Project
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We want to use this newsletter as a space to share local community job and volunteer
opportunities. If you would like us to include something in the next edition, going out at the

start of October, please email us a short blurb by Friday 29th October.

Jobs

Inclusive Exeter is looking to employ a Community Connector to work alongside individuals in Exeter
from Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic communities, providing them with person-centered and holistic
support and connections to improve their health and wellbeing. 
Hours: 25 hours per week
Salary: £15,378 (£22,614 FTE)
Closing date: 10am, Monday 11th October

Find out more and apply.

Exeter Historic Buildings Trust is looking to recruit a Senior Manager to support their next phase of
development. 
Hours: 0.6fte
Salary: £30,000
Closing date: Tuesday 19th October

Find out more and apply.

St Petrock’s is launching an exciting new project to re-cycle & re-purpose donations, provide
volunteering and training opportunities, and engage with the Exeter community. Petrock’s Place, a pop-
up hub and vintage charity shop, is coming soon to Exeter’s Paris Street city centre. They are looking for
a creative, people-orientated and community-focussed individual to join their team as a Hub & Charity
Shop Manager.  
Hours: 37.5 hours per week
Salary: £20,720
Closing date:  Tuesday 12th October (although applications are being reviewed at received)

Find out more and apply.

JOB & VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITIES

https://www.inclusiveexeter.org/about-us/jobs-volunteering/?fbclid=IwAR3bdgZXuZEMJNcGIaCB9U1cLou6AAIjc4hAlVGMsL-AUBxWm7GMXWiylaM
https://ehbt.org.uk/senior-manager/
http://stpetrocks.org.uk/shopmanager/?fbclid=IwAR0Ss2uBMCUY9PUzfkKk4TKchBvYEaznw7QAPZWSi6pesMqlTP6cr8U8l9I


HR
Animal science/welfare
Communications/marketing
Fundraising
ICT

Volunteering opportunities 

Devon Air Ambulance needs a community of volunteers to keep its 19 charity shops open and their
helicopters flying. The great thing about volunteering in their retail shops is that they have a role to suit
everyone, whether you are young or older, an outgoing type or someone who likes to work behind the
scenes. With all their roles, you can choose where, when and for how long you volunteer. To find out
more about your nearest shop and how you can help, please contact our Volunteer Manager Cara
Jones on 01392 304343 / c.jones@daat.org.

Little Valley Animal Shelter is on the lookout for new trustees! They are particularly looking for those
with skills in any of the following areas:

Pinhoe Parent & Toddlers Group (America Hall) is looking for volunteers to help make refreshments
for an hour on Tuesday mornings. To express an interest, please email
getyourbootsmuddy@outlook.com. 

A Brownies and Rainbows group on the east side of the city at Clyst Heath school is looking for an adult
team member to help the leader team with the administration, accounts, etc. Register your interest on
the Girl Guiding website.

Student volunteers
If you would be interested in advertising your opportunities to students at the university, you can do this
by registering as a provider on the Exeter Students' Guild volunteering portal:
https://www.exeterguild.org/myvolunteering/providers/register/ 

JOB & VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITIES
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Starting up
Funding
Financial and governance
structures
Working with volunteers

We offer FREE, professional advice
and training to help Exeter’s
community organisations develop
and grow.

Whatever stage you are at, Exeter
Connect can provide one-to-one
mentoring, advice and group
workshops and discussions including:

info@exeterconnect.org.uk
facebook.com/exeterconnect
@exeter_connect

Contact us:

exeterconnect.org

HAVE AN IDEA?HAVE YOUR SAY
Exeter is starting work on a new Local Plan and Exeter
City Council want to hear your thoughts. 

The Local Plan sets out to provide a vision for the city’s
future up to 2040. In doing so, the Local Plan will need
to address a raft of important planning issues
including how the city responds to the climate
emergency, where new homes are built and how new
jobs are provided. 

The Plan will also look at how to protect and enhance
the city’s historic and natural environments, how high
streets and communities can continue to thrive and
how everyone gets about the city.
 
Find out more at a public exhibition on Wednesday 13
October from 1pm to 7pm at the Guildhall, 203
High Street, Exeter, EX4 3EB. You can also find out
more and share your thoughts on the Exeter City
Council website.

Sign up to receive future updates from Exeter
Connect or unsubscribe from this mailing list.

Cycle festival
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