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Hello,

On Thursday 17th March, we hosted an event
celebrating the drive, commitment, and successes of
Exeter’s wonderful Voluntary, Community and Social
Enterprise (VCSE) Sector.

It was fantastic to hear about some of the achievements
of community groups across Exeter, as well as the buzz
around the room as new connections were made. We
are hugely grateful to everyone involved in making this
event happen.

If you weren’t able to attend, please do take a look at
our showcase film, focusing on some of the brilliant
community organisations in Exeter.

Thank you to the groups that featured in the film: Exeter
Scrapstore, CoCreate Exeter, St Thomas Community
Garden & Sylvania Community Stores.

And finally, a massive thank you to the student society,
XTV, at the University of Exeter for producing this film
for us, and to Exeter City Football Club Supporters Trust
for hosting the event.
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Exeter Connect Community Growers' Network: Social and Seed Swap
Tuesday 26th April 2022, 7pm – 8.30pm
Maketank, 3-5 Paris Street, Exeter, EX1 2JB

How can we make our community green spaces vibrant, food-producing and biodiverse?

This is the first of 3 live events over 2022-23 organised by Exeter Connect to share ideas about community
growing and urban environmental stewardship.

This is a space to chat, ask questions, share ideas, make plans, and view displays on interesting topics.
Exeter Seed Bank will be on hand with seedlings to give away. Devon Wildlife Trust will have maps
about Exeter Valley Parks, the Exeter Biodiversity Reference Map and current Exeter Wild City
projects.

If you have seeds to swap, bring them along!

If you want to bring anything else to share, please let us know!

There will be non-alcoholic drinks and nibbles. Please join us. 

Free but numbers are limited.

Book a spot.

We are busy planning our events and training calendar for the next few months, so look
out for more details coming soon.

 
 
 

Getting On Board: How to diversify your board
Friday 20th May, 12 - 1pm

Getting on Board is hosting a free online workshop to give an introduction into how to diversify your
charity board. This session will get you to think differently about how you approach your recruitment to
try and attract diverse trustees.

Sign up.
 

TRAINING & EVENTS

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/exeter-connect-community-growers-network-social-and-seed-swap-tickets-308691854647
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/how-to-diversify-your-board-with-sophia-moreau-tickets-165438875129


We know lots of you have started planning....

Exeter City Council is starting to pull together details of planned activities so these can be added
to the events listings on their website. Find out more.

Eden Project Communities have some fantastic resources on their website for organising a
Jubilee celebration, including free online packs full of ideas, inspiration and tips to help get your
ideas off the ground.

Our Exeter Community Builder colleagues have also put together some great tips and ideas for
organising a get-together over the summer, including when and where to apply for holding an
event that requires the use of green spaces, or a road closure.

JUBILEE ACTIVITES

https://communitybuilders.eci.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/20/2022/03/Queens-Jubilee-Summer-Activities-in-Exeter.pdf
https://news.exeter.gov.uk/get-set-to-party-with-jubilee-celebrations/
https://www.edenprojectcommunities.com/the-big-jubilee-lunch
https://www.edenprojectcommunities.com/get-your-big-lunch-pack-0
https://www.edenprojectcommunities.com/get-your-big-lunch-pack-0
https://communitybuilders.eci.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/20/2022/03/Queens-Jubilee-Summer-Activities-in-Exeter.pdf


Supporting vulnerable people
Tackling social isolation
Building local capacity and resilience
Supporting community safety (and in so doing, result in the reduction of demand on frontline
emergency services)
Demonstrate added benefit for the county, for example using local providers or developing the skills
of local people

We were pleased to support both the Krafty Kafé in Wonford and Craft and Chat in Beacon
Heath groups in their bids to the final round of the Covid-19 Small Grants fund to cover their

start-up expenses following the Covid-19 pandemic period. These groups are a fantastic way for
local residents to meet up, make friendships after what has been a long period of social isolation

for many.
 

Congratulations also to Exeter Seed Bank which also received Covid Outbreak Management
Funding to buy snowdrops for local community groups to plant in local areas needing a bit of

Spring cheer. The response for the snowdrops has been overwhelming.
 

If your group would like any support in making future funding applications, please contact us at
info@exeterconnect.org.uk.

 
Exeter Connect is also subscribed to various grant finder and search services, some of which are

only available as a paid subscription. If you would like us to make a search on behalf of your
group, please get in touch.

 
 
 

FUNDING FOR COMMUNITY GROUPS
 

Arnold Clark Community Fund
Grants of up to £1,000 are available to not-for-profit organisations who need assistance due to Covid-19.
This includes social enterprises, registered charities, community interest companies and other
community-led organisations. 

Find out more.

Devon and Cornwall Police Community Resilience Fund
Campaigns launching on Crowdfunder.co.uk could be eligible for a contribution from Devon and Cornwall
Police of up to 50% of the funding target (up to a maximum value of £5,000). Projects must raise 25% of
their target before they will be considered eligible for possible funding from Devon and Cornwall Police.

Projects must meet one of the following criteria:

Find out more.

FUNDING NEWS

mailto:info@exeterconnect.org.uk
https://www.arnoldclark.com/community-fund
http://crowdfunder.co.uk/
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/funds/devon-cornwall-police-community-resilience


D/deaf, Disabled, Neurodivergent LGBT+ people.
LGBT+ People of Colour and People from Black, Asian and Minoritised Ethnicities.
LGBTQI+ Women.
Older LGBT+ people.
Trans and Non-Binary people.

Food for the Planet Campaign Grants
Grants of up to £5,000 are available to any local food partnership, local authority or community group in
the UK. Applicants are encouraged to propose their own ideas for great local action, but should focus on
areas that have a big impact locally.

Application deadline: 15th April 2022

Find out more.

LGBT+ Futures: Equity Fund
Grants of £100 - £25,000 are available to grassroots groups and organisations who are run by and for one
or more of the 5 communities of focus:

Grants can be used for organisational running costs, projects and organisational / leadership
development.

The team runs weekly Zoom drop-ins every Wednesday, 2 - 3pm to answer any questions.

Find out more.

Wilko Helping Hands
Every Wilko store has a budget to give a little helping hand to local groups and community projects. This
could include Wilko gift cards, products or volunteers to help with whatever you’re doing for your
community.

Find out more.

FUNDING NEWS

https://www.devon.gov.uk/fundingnews/fund/food-for-the-planet-campaign-grants/
https://www.consortium.lgbt/equityfund/
https://corporate.wilko.com/stories/supporting.php


JOB VACANCIES

Facilitating group meetings
Facilitating opportunities to increase understanding of mental health, such as in training events and
workshops
Working as part of a team in the running of the Bridge Collective as a whole

The Bridge Collective CIC: Community Worker - Experts by Experiences Project - Co-
facilitator
Are you looking for a facilitation role within a self-defining community of people with experiences that
have sometimes been called mental illness?
The Experts by Experience (EbyE) project is a mental health awareness workshop team with The Bridge
Collective. We are a group of people whose lived experiences have sometimes been labelled as mental
illness. Some of us use or have used mental health services, and our group includes people with
experience of supporting friends and family. We aim to share our experiences: in an environment of peer
support, to promote positive public awareness, increase confidence in talking about mental health, to
improve mental health services and increase access to a wide range of understandings about mental
health.

Key responsibilities:

Hours: 9 hours per week, flexible on variable days
Salary: £11 hr
Closing date: 22nd April 2022

Find out more and apply.

St Petrock's: Core Services Officer
We are looking for a motivated, enthusiastic and pro-active individual to form part of our Core Services
Team which provides the essential financial, administrative and other functions that enable the effective
delivery of our vital services to homeless people in Exeter.

The successful applicant will be committed to the mission and values of St Petrock’s, and will have
very good financial, organisational, communication, IT and interpersonal skills. They will also
understand the importance of confidentiality and discretion.

The successful applicant will be adaptable and flexible, capable of working both on their own initiative and
enjoy the variety and challenge of working as part of a team within a busy charity.

Hours: 14 hours per week
Salary: £18,000 – 20,000 per annum pro rata
Closing date: 18th April 2022

Find out more and apply.

https://www.bridgecollective.org.uk/work-with-us/
https://grin.coop/job-opportunity-part-time-2-days-per-week-core-services-officer-at-housing-and-homelessness-charity-st-petrocks-exeter-limited-application-deadline-18-april-2022/


VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITIES
Exeter Community Initiatives: True North Mentors
True North looking for male volunteer mentors to work with 10-14 year males, who have experienced
adverse childhood experiences and would benefit from a listening ear. No experience necessary as full
training and supervision will be provided. We just need you to be interested in young people, willing to get
out and about in the community and make a real difference to young men who need your support. Please
contact karen.delmege@eci.org.uk for further details. 

The Hollow Lane Club: Trustees
Come and join the dynamic and passionate team running The Hollow Lane Club.  We provide varied, rich
and exciting experiences to children and young people with complex additional needs and have been
operating for over 20 years.  We want to strengthen our Board of Trustees by recruiting a new Treasurer
and other Trustees who can bring business and other skills and have an interest in supporting our work.  

Treasurer Role 
The Treasurer will ensure good governance for our finances and they will need experience in financial
management, business skills or knowledge of the voluntary and community sector or social enterprise: an
accountancy qualification/knowledge of Charity SORP/budgetary and cash flow management.  We will
consider part qualified or trainee accountants looking for their first Charity role as long as they can
provide us with the financial stewardship required.  

General Trustee Roles 
We are looking for Trustees with previous charity experience at board level and a willingness to continue
to learn within the charity sector.  Trustees need to have a good standard of literacy and numeracy, be
able to work with a range of people and have good communication skills. 
 
Please email chair@hollowlane.org.uk for more information. 

Exeter Connect is part of Exeter Community Initiatives. 
148-149 Fore Street, Exeter. EX4 3AN   W: www.eci.org.uk   T: 01392 205800

Charity number: 1026229    Company number: 2844870 (England)

Starting up
Funding
Financial and governance structures
Working with volunteers

We offer FREE, professional support and
training to help Exeter’s community
organisations to develop and grow.

Whatever stage you are at, Exeter Connect can
provide one-to-one mentoring, advice and
group workshops and discussions including:

HAVE AN IDEA?
info@exeterconnect.org.uk
facebook.com/exeterconnect
@exeter_connect

CONTACT US:

exeterconnect.org

mailto:karen.delmege@eci.org.uk
mailto:jointchair@hollowlane.org.uk
http://www.eci.org.uk/

