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Hello 
 

Welcome to the Exeter Connect July update, full of
news and resources for community groups and

organisations in Exeter.
 

J U L Y  2 0 2 2

IN THIS ISSUE

Training and Events - 2
Networks - 3
Funding - 4

Autumn Events

We are delighted to announce our Autumn events
schedule in this month's issue - please see page 2
onward for details!

Before then, we are running our Zoom Cafes to
help you get to grips with Devon Connect and a
really helpful workshop on the roles and
responsibilities of trustees.

We will still be here through the summer to support
you so please do contact us at
info@exeterconnect.org.uk if we can be of help

mailto:info@exeterconnect.org.uk


TRAINING & EVENTS
Devon Connect Zoom Cafes
Thursday 7th and 19th July at 11am

Devon Connect is a new FREE online platform for anyone wanting to share or find information
regarding volunteering opportunities in Devon. With a vision to ‘provide all communities in
Devon with the means to grow and flourish’, this new platform offers a searchable database of
volunteering opportunities for residents of Devon and the ability for organisations to post
these to a wide audience. There are training workshops taking place over the next month to help
local organisations and groups get to grips with the new system. To book your place, please visit
Eventbrite

Are you considering becoming a trustee for a social purpose organisation?
Are you a member of a board of trustees and concerned about legal requirements
Would you like to share top tips and peer advice with other trustees

Roles and Responsibilities of Charity Trustees & Management Committees
Thursday 28th July 6pm – 8pm on Zoom

This is an essential refresher course for long standing trustees and an invaluable introduction to
people new to the role. Even if you are on the management committee of a social enterprise or
community organisation that is not registered as a charity, this workshop will help to explain
what you must do to comply legally, and what you could do to ensure best practice.

Led by our experienced development worker Dawn Eckhart, this workshop will be a chance to
ask questions and gain insight in a friendly and understandable way. Book your place via
Eventbrite today! 

Creating a Wildlife Green Space in the Heart of the City
Friday 22nd July - 1.30pm - 3pm
Social Cafe at the Newtown Community Centre in Belmont Park, EX1 2HQ

Individuals and groups from across Exeter are invited to a free talk about the Newtown Wildflower
Gardens for the Bees by the project's organisers - this should be a valuable opportunity for those
working on greening projects to gain insight about the successes and challenges involved.  

This event is free, but there is a suggested donation of £2 for refreshments.

Please RSVP to richardson.dawes@btopenworld.com
 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/exeter-together-zoom-cafe-sessions-tickets-353831488507
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/roles-and-responsibilities-of-charity-trustees-management-committees-tickets-354537650657
mailto:richardson.dawes@btopenworld.com


TRAINING & EVENTS

How do you prove that your work is really making a difference to
people’s lives? 
Most Funders will ask for your impact measurement plan at the grant
application stage – be prepared! 
This workshop will introduce a range of simple tools and techniques to
capture evidence of the positive impact of your organisations work. 

      Book your place via Eventbrite

In a dilemma about how to formally set up your new project? 
What are the pros and cons of charity status? CIC, CIO, CBS…finding it a bit confusing? 
Want to understand better the legal structure of your community organisation and your options moving
forward? 

Keep it Legal! - an overview of legal form options for your new or growing not-for-profit
organisation
Thursday 22nd September 10.30am to 1pm, ONLINE

Come along to our free online workshop for clear and helpful guidance, booking via Eventbrite

SAVE THE DATE! Volunteer Fayre
29th September 10.30am - 3pm

We will be holding a volunteer fayre at Exeter City Library in September! To
register your interest to attend or for early birds to book a stand, please email
info@exeterconnect.org.uk

Proving Impact: are you doing good work? How do you evidence it?
Wednesday 19th October, 2 - 4pm (online)

Meet the Funders 
Wednesday 9th November 3pm - 6pm, location tbc

Making a successful grant application in this increasingly competitive field is often dependent upon
understanding what a funder is really looking to invest in – what is going to press their buttons? This event
will give you the opportunity to meet some of our key local funders and to start to build that all-important
relationship with them. Funders will be telling us what their assessment criteria and priorities are and giving
you the opportunity to ask them questions about your proposed project that you are seeking investment for.
Not to be missed but spaces are limited - book early to avoid disappointment via Eventbrite

Socially Enterprising Exeter! 
6th October - 10am to 12pm & Festive Get Together: 15th December - 3pm to 5pm, locations tbc 
Booking via Eventbrite will open later in the year

Community Centres Network
October TBC
Book by emailing info@exeterconnect.org.uk

NETWORK DATES

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/proving-impact-tickets-375297684477
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/keep-it-legal-tickets-375285287397
mailto:INFO@EXETERCONNECT.ORG.UK
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/meet-the-funders-fayre-tickets-375306982287
mailto:info@exeterconnect.org.uk


FUNDING

Matthew Good Foundation - Grants for Good

This fund is aimed at local community groups,
charities, voluntary groups or social enterprises
that have a positive impact on communities, people
or the environment and have an average income of
less than £50,000 in the last 12 months, and is
intended to benefit five groups every three months. 

Following a vote by John Good group employees,
the project that receives the most votes will receive
a grant of £3,500, second place £2,500, third place
£2,000 and fourth and fifth place will both receive
£1,000. 

To find out more about applying, you can visit their
website.

OVO Climate Changers Programme 

OVO are on the lookout for projects that will help them to deliver on their
vision: to give every child and young person a greener, fairer world to grow up
in. 

£1m of funding has been committed for up to 3 projects for three years - more
information can be found here

Devon Community Foundation - Tackling
Loneliness & Isolation in older years

DCF are inviting organisations with a proven track
record of working with older people to address
loneliness and isolation in Devon to send an
expression of interest by noon on 5 July for grants
available between £500 to £3,000. 

Shortlisted applicants will then be invited to submit
a full application in the week beginning 18th July.  

See their website for more details.

We can provide general
assistance and support with
applications

We are subscribed to various
grant finder and search
services, some of which are
only available as a paid
subscription. If you would like
us to make a search on behalf
of your group, please get in
touch.

We regularly run free
training workshops on how
to successfully apply for
grants

We are able to hold small
funds on behalf of new
groups or one off projects
who do not have a bank
account

How we can
help with
funding

https://www.matthewgoodfoundation.org/grantsforgood/
https://www.ovofoundation.org.uk/climate-changers-ovo-foundations-call-for-ideas-and-proposals/
https://devoncf.com/grants/isolation-and-loneliness/


Starting up
Funding
Financial and governance
structures
Working with volunteers

We offer FREE, professional support
and training to help Exeter’s
community organisations to develop
and grow.

Whatever stage you are at, Exeter
Connect can provide one-to-one
mentoring, advice and group
workshops and discussions including:

info@exeterconnect.org.uk
facebook.com/exeterconnect
@exeter_connect

Contact us:

exeterconnect.org

Exeter Connect is part of Exeter Community Initiatives. 
148-149 Fore Street, Exeter. EX4 3AN   W: www.eci.org.uk   T: 01392 205800

Charity number: 1026229    Company number: 2844870 (England)

HAVE AN IDEA?
Platinum Jubilee Village Hall Improvement Grant

The Department of Environment, Food & Rural Affairs
(Defra) have announced £3m of funding to support
capital improvement projects for over 100 village halls,
, such as installing Wi-Fi, extending buildings and
modernising facilities. 

Further details will be confirmed as they are
announced, but initial information is available here:
Platinum Jubilee fund creates boost for village halls
- GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

 Protect nature and the environment for the benefit
of community health and well-being
 Provide new opportunities for people to learn and
develop
 Assist local projects which bring communities
together
 Support the upkeep of local neighbourhood
centres and facilities to keep communities strong

South West Water Neighbourhood Fund

Round four of SWW's Neighbourhood fund is opening
soon to charities, informal community groups and
social enterprises. Up to £10,000 per month is available
until September. 

The focus of the fund is to:
1.

2.

3.

4.

Keep an eye on their funds page for the
announcement when the fund opens.

http://www.eci.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/platinum-jubilee-fund-creates-boost-for-village-halls
https://app.actionfunder.org/funder-profile/936

