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In this months Exeter Connect
Newsletter we have
information on page 2 about
lots of grants that are
available in response to the
Cost of Living Crisis!

We are also looking forward to
our two upcoming big events;
Meet the Funders and Down
to Zero.  There if more
information about these on
pages 4 and 5!  

Upcoming this month!
News - 2
Training and Events - 3
Funding - 6
Meet the team - 7

Hello and welcome back to our 
Exeter Connect Newsletter!
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Cost of Living Grants

Over recent months an increasing number of UK households have been struggling with rising
prices for food, fuel and other essential goods leading to a cost of living crisis.

To alleviate the impact of the cost of living crisis, support organisations such as charities and
community groups, as well as individuals can apply for a range of grants.

Funding may be available from a range of sources including:

Grants Online has begun the process of pulling these funding sources together and to list
them in one place.

See their website for more information.

Volunteer Opportunities Brochure launch!

Following on from our Volunteer Fayre at the end of September we have been busy
working on our Volunteer Opportunity Brochure.  The brochure will contain a
wide range of volunteering opportunities from around the city in one central place
so we hope it will be a helpful resource.

We are hoping to have it ready to email out in the first 
week of November so please email
info@exeterconnect.org.uk to be added to our mailing list.

NEWS

Exeter City Council - Cost of living support

The government has made money available to local councils to help residents in
Exeter with the increased cost of living. 

Exeter City Council is working in partnership with Devon County
Council and will be  directing this support to those that may be
finding it most difficult to manage higher bills.

For more information please see their website.

https://exeter.gov.uk/
https://exeter.gov.uk/planning-services/planning-policy/new-exeter-plan/
mailto:info@exeterconnect.org.uk
https://www.grantsonline.org.uk/
https://www.grantsonline.org.uk/cost-of-living-grants.html
mailto:info@exeterconnect.org.uk
https://exeter.gov.uk/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/
https://exeter.gov.uk/benefits-and-welfare/help-managing-your-money/cost-of-living-support/


NEWS

Digital Buddy Project Update

Our volunteer recruitment drive has been going well for
our Digital Buddy project that was launched in response
to the rising numbers of digitally excluded people in
Exeter.  

We are hoping to have our team of volunteers DBS
checked and fully trained by AbilityNet by mid-
November to begin mentoring people in our community.   

There is still time to sign up to volunteer as a Digital Buddy or, if you know someone
or would like some digital support yourself.  Please contact Dawn at
info@exeterconnect.org.uk for more information.  

TRAINING & EVENTS

Exeter City Council has released the first draft of The Exeter Plan - the city’s new
Local Plan!

The Outline Draft is now ready for consultation with the
people of Exeter and we invite you to Have Your Say!

For more information see their website

Join us for an inspiring evening of presentations and
food for thought!

Composting expert and author, Nicky Scott will give us a
fascinating insight into how to compost, as well as
stories of urban composting schemes in other cities.
Julies Bristow will tell us about what she has learned in
her foraging forays and what edibles to look out for in
the natural world.

Light refreshments. Free but booking essential via
Eventbrite

Double Bill: Getting to grips with composting and secrets of urban foraging
An Exeter Community Growers Network event
Wednesday 16th November, 6.30pm – 9pm @ Exeter Community Centre

https://exeter.gov.uk/
https://exeter.gov.uk/planning-services/planning-policy/new-exeter-plan-outline-draft-consultation-open/
https://abilitynet.org.uk/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI_-TPwbaK-wIVh-_tCh1svwVYEAAYASAAEgJiUfD_BwE
mailto:info@exeterconnect.org.uk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/double-bill-getting-to-grips-with-composting-and-secrets-of-urban-foraging-tickets-428449121857


Sharing of ideas and actions on how to address the climate crisis 
Toolkits, case studies, and expertise to help your organisation make
the journey to our collective carbon zero target 
Support and collaboration with strategic partners including Exeter
City Council, Devon County Council, Funders

Book your place via Eventbrite

Down To Zero – Steps To reduce the Carbon Footprint of your organisation 
Thursday 8th December, 10am - 12:30pm @ Newcourt Community Centre
 
Exeter Connect are excited to be co-delivering our Down To Zero event with Exeter City
Futures. Topics that will be discussed are as follows:

TRAINING & EVENTS

Small Charity Organisational Resilience Workshop - Embrace Finance 
Wednesday 30th November, 10am - 2pm, FREE Online

These days, it is difficult to wake up in the morning without being reminded that there are
financial storms coming.

 In this two hour workshop we will take a highly practical look at small charity financial
resilience.  Bring your pain points, meet new friends, leave with easy tools to start building
your resilience straight away.

Book your place via Eventbrite

Meet the Funders 
Thursday 17th November, 1:30pm-3:30pm, ONLINE  

Making a successful grant application in this increasingly competitive field is often
dependent upon understanding what a funder is really looking to invest in – what is
going to press their buttons? 

This event will give you the opportunity to meet some of our key local funders and to
start to build that all-important relationship with them. Funders will be telling us what
their assessment criteria and priorities are
 and giving you the opportunity to ask them
 questions about your proposed project that 
you are seeking investment for. Not to be 
missed but spaces are limited!

Book your place via Eventbrite

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/407961221997
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/375306982287
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/double-bill-getting-to-grips-with-composting-and-secrets-of-urban-foraging-tickets-428449121857
https://www.embracefinance.org.uk/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/small-charity-organisational-resilience-workshop-tickets-443203522667
https://www.exetercityfutures.com/
https://www.exetercityfutures.com/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/down-to-zero-tickets-430830113467
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/meet-the-funders-fayre-tickets-375306982287
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/meet-the-funders-fayre-tickets-375306982287


TRAINING & EVENTS

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/428449121857
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/430830113467
mailto:Dawn.Eckhart@exeterconnect.org.uk


THE BRITISH GAS ENERGY TRUST 

Payments of up to £1,500 are available to households in England, 
Scotland and Wales to tackle fuel poverty by clearing their energy 
debts whilst responding to the ongoing cost-of-living crisis.

Application deadline: none – applications may be made at any time. Please note,
however, that the Trust has advised the scheme will close once the available budget has
been fully committed. Early application is therefore advised.

Various criteria apply. Please see their website for further information, guidance and an
application form is available on the Trust’s website.

THE NATIONAL GARDEN SCHEME COMMUNITY GARDENS AWARDS 2023

Grants generally up to £5,000 are available for community gardening projects in England,
Wales and Northern Ireland. 

Application deadline: midday on Tuesday 31st January 2023

Projects should aim to bring a community together by creating a 
space people can be part of by the acquisition and sharing of gardening 
knowledge and skills and by inspiring a love of gardening.

An application must relate to an existing or proposed community 
garden or similar site. Further information, guidance and an online 
application form is available on the National Garden Scheme website.

FUNDING

THE BERNARD SUNLEY FOUNDATION 

A significant provider of one-off grants, generally between £1,000
and £5,000, to registered charities in England and Wales for capital
projects in the areas of community (particularly Village Halls),
education, health and social welfare. 

Applications may be made at any time via the online application form available on the
Foundation's website: Bernard Sunley Foundation 

https://britishgasenergytrust.org.uk/grants-available/
https://www.edgefund.org.uk/
https://esender.cosmic.org.uk/t/r-l-tjyddtty-bljskljkk-p/
https://britishgasenergytrust.org.uk/grants-available/
https://bernardsunley.org/
https://ngs.org.uk/applications-for-2023-community-garden-grants-now-open/


Starting up
Funding
Financial and governance
structures
Working with volunteers

We offer FREE, professional support
and training to help Exeter’s
community organisations to develop
and grow.

Whatever stage you are at, Exeter
Connect can provide one-to-one
mentoring, advice and group
workshops and discussions including:

info@exeterconnect.org.uk
facebook.com/exeterconnect
@exeter_connect

Contact us:

exeterconnect.org

Exeter Connect is part of Exeter Community Initiatives. 
148-149 Fore Street, Exeter. EX4 3AN   W: www.eci.org.uk   T: 01392 205800

Charity number: 1026229    Company number: 2844870 (England)

HAVE AN IDEA?MEET THE TEAM

The Exeter Connect Team!

Dawn (on the left) is one of our Development
Workers and has a breadth of knowledge about
funding, legal structures, governance and Social
Enterprise development.  

Johanna (in the middle) is also one of our
Development Workers and has worked in Exeter
for many years and has a passion for all things
around green sustainability and arts
development in the city.  

Vicki (on the left) is the team administrator and is
who you would normally reach via our info@
email address.  Vicki offers a verity of admin
support to our events/ training. 

http://www.eci.org.uk/

